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World Leprosy Day is the appropriate time to recognize the enormous strides made in the reduction 

of the global burden of leprosy over the last decades. It is time to recognize the importance of the 

introduction of MDT, the widespread implementation of which led to a massive reduction of the 

leprosy burden together with other control measures. It is also time to recognize the political benefits 

of the strategy of Elimination of Leprosy as a Public Health Problem, as defined in the World Health 

Assembly resolution WHA44.9, to reduce the prevalence of leprosy to less than 1 case per 10 000 

population. 

However, the continuing occurrence of new leprosy cases in various countries produces concern 

about the future of the leprosy endemic. It seems that, after an initial phase of success, complacency 

arising from perceiving leprosy as relatively small problem is occurring. Such complacency results in 

less political commitment, reduced priority, and decreased resources allocated towards dealing 

effectively with the leprosy endemic. 

Therefore, the 61
st
 World Leprosy Day it is a time to reaffirm our commitment and reinforce our 

participation in addressing the remaining problems related to leprosy in order to ensure a world 

without leprosy and its consequences. In this regard the ILA, which works closely with its partner 

organizations (WHO, ILEP, the Brazilian Society of Leprosy and the Indian Association of 

Leprologists), urges all interested parties to place a higher priority on activities that will lead towards 

a leprosy-free world. The ILA, as one of the oldest international scientific organizations in the field 

of leprosy will allocate increased efforts in the coming years to attain this goal through promoting the 

International Leprosy Congress and other relevant activities related to the production and 

dissemination of knowledge to attain a world free of leprosy and its consequences. 
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